
Summary of Minor Research Project on 

Impact of Paddy Land Conversion in Kerala: A Case Study 

Ms. Sheeba Abraham, Assistant Professor 

Department of Economics,  Mar Athanasius College, Kothamangalam, Kerala.  

 

Agriculture has played a key role in the development of human civilization. At 

certain stages of human development it is the only known means of living.  Even today in the 

highly developed industrial countries, agriculture plays an important role because it supplies raw 

materials for industries and commerce apart from its basic role in supplying food, clothing and 

shelter. Therefore the welfare of a country to a certain extent depends upon the prosperity of 

agriculture.  It remains the back bone of an economy. Indian economy is primarily an agriculture 

oriented economy. Rice cultivation is the most important agricultural operation in the country, 

not only in terms of food security but also in terms of livelihood.  It plays a major part in the diet, 

economy, employment, culture and history of India. In the Kerala situation also the picture is the 

same. Majority of people in Kerala depend on agriculture and related activities for their living. 

Paddy cultivation was part of the proud culture of Kerala state. But now the picture is changing. 

Agriculture in Kerala has passed through many changing phases.  

Paddy farms are fast disappearing from Kerala.  Diminishing rice fields from 

Kerala creates threat to food security of the state. Paddy fields are being converted and 

residential and commercial buildings are being constructed. If necessary actions are not taken 

immediately by the authorities concerned, there will be nothing to hand over to the coming 

generations. Though rules exist for the conservation of Wet lands, these illegal conversions are 

done by misinterpreting the rules or by overcoming the clauses with artificial means. Under this 



condition everybody must be aware of the impact and refrain from converting paddy fields for 

other purposes.  

                  The major objectives of the study are to study the area, production and productivity of 

paddy cultivation in Kerala, to find out the extent of paddy land conversion in the study area and 

to analyze the consequences of the paddy land conversion in the study area. 

                    The major findings are the relative share of the state both in area and production of 

rice showed positive growth trend though out that decades of state formation, but began to 

decline since the early years of seventies.  In 1965-66 area under paddy cultivation is 7.90 lakhs 

hectare and it is declined to 3.22 lakhs hectares in 2001-02.  It was 2.13 lakhs hectares in 2010-

11.  The production of paddy cultivation also shows a declining trend.  It is 10.68 lakhs tones in 

1960-61 and it was 5.22 lakhs hectares in 2010-11.  However, the yield or productivity of rice 

per hectare increased from 1371 kg/hectare in 1960-61 to 21.82 kg/hectare in 2001-02.  It was 

2425 kg/hectare in 2010-11. 

                In the study area the area under paddy cultivation is 159.96 hectares in 1972 and it 

declined to 40.62 hectares in 2012.Only 12.7 percentage of the paddy land area is used for the 

cultivation of paddy. 66.90 percentage of paddy land is used for cultivating other crops.  Nearly 

5.15 percentage of the paddy field is remained as fallow land. 15.23 percentage of the paddy 

field is converted into filled up land. 

Analyzing the causes and consequences of area conversion of paddy lands in the 

sample operational holdings it is understood that the paddy farm section in the study area is on 

the verge of a serious crisis and farmers are facing a host of problems.  Important among them 

are non availability of required number of laboures during the peak crop season, declining 



profitability of the crop, slow pace of mechanization, lack of credit and marketing facilities, 

uneconomic size of holdings, lack of irrigation facilities, uneconomic size of holdings and so on.  

However the major reasons attribute by the farmers for the crop shift in the study area are 

increased cost of cultivation and labour shortage. The growing employment opportunities for the 

work force in other sectors and successful implementation of poverty cultivation and self 

employment generating programmes introduced by the government in rural areas reduced the 

labour availability in the study area. The younger generation had developed a sort of aversion to 

take up paddy cultivation and they prefer white collar jobs.  They are better educated than old 

generation, younger generation in the study area are attracted towards gulf countries because of 

higher learning job opportunities and they considered it as the symbol of their social status. 

                          Having identified the main reasons for crop shift the study also enquired in to the 

consequences these farms households faced due to the shift.93.75 percent of the farmers are not 

satisfied with the quality of rice available from outside sources.  The government facilitated to 

provide low price rice, but the quality of rice available from margin shops is low.  Actually they 

are now forced to consume low quality of food grains.  62.5 percent of the farmers were of the 

opinion that they had lost self reliance in food grains.15 percent of the paddy land holders 

depend the outside sources for the cattle fields especially for straw. 

The area conversion of paddy fields leads ecological impacts also.  It depletes the 

small fishes, creature etc from paddy lands.  It also depletes the ground water in the study area.  

Therefore the ecological system loses its quality irrecoverably forever and the entire society is 

the loser. 


